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803 May 22, 1903 

JAPAN. 

Report from, Yokolmma. 

Assistant Surgeon Moore reports, April 17, as follows: During the 
week ended April 11, 1903, bills of health were issued to 7 vessels, 
having an aggregate personnel of 646 crew and 1,065 passengers; 381 
steerage passengers were bathed and 480 pieces of baggage were 
disinfected. 

Cases of infectious disease were . reported in this city as follows: 
Enteric fever, 2 cases, 2 deaths; diphtheria, 3 cases, no deaths; dysen- 
tery, 1 case, no deaths. 

MEXICO. 

A case of plague near Mazatlan. 

Dr. Liceaga, secretary of the superior council of health of the City 
of Mexico, reports, May 19, the occurrence of a case of plague on 
May 14 in the person of a boy living in the country in the vicinity of 
Mazatlan. The infection was communicated from Siqueros where 
there are still some plague cases. 

Report from Tampico — Inspection of vessels — Mortality statistics — 

yellow fever. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Frick reports, May 11, as follows: 

Week ended May 9, 190S — Inspection of vessels. 



Name of vessel. 


Destination. 


Number of 1 
passengers. 


Number 
of crew. 
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Mortality statistics. 

There were 19 deaths, or about 49.53 in the thousand. The deaths 
were from the following-named causes: 

Yellow fever, 2; intermittent fever, 4; grippe, 3; pneumonia, 2; 
anaemia, pernicious, 1; cirrhosis of the liver, 1; diarrhea, infantile, 1; 
tuberculosis, pulmonary, 2; traumatism, accidental, 1; tetanus, 1; 
cachexia, 1; total, 19. 

Report of investigation of suspicious cases of sickness on the Isthmus 

of Tehuantepec. 

Consul Canada at Vera Cruz forwards the following, under date of 
April 20: 

Dr. Narciso del Rio, delegate to the superior board of health of the 
City of Mexico, was ordered to visit the town of Chinameca for the 
purpose of studying a disease reported to have appeared at that place 
December, 1902, and March, 1903. Chinameca is a point near the 
line of the National Railroad of Tehuantepec, some 35 miles from 
Coatzacoalcos. 

The governor of the State of Vera Cruz had already ordered Dr. 
Martinez, county physician of Minatitlan, to Chinameca for the pur- 
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pose of cooperating with Dr. Del Rio, and Dr. Martinez having been 
enabled to study the matter several days previous to the arrival of 
Dr. Del Rio, states as his opinion that no reason existed for supposing 
the reported suspicious disease to have been other than that of a 
clearly defined malarial nature, resulting fatally only because of lack 
of proper medical treatment. 

The cases referred to were those of two women of the same family, 
attacked December 24, 1902, with symptoms of a fever, intermittent 
in its character until the following January. From that time on the 
fever was continuous until February 4, when one of the women died, 
the other dying also the day following. The symptoms in both cases 
were strikingly similar, in the opinion of the local authorities, to the 
disease as described in the circular of instructions issued by the board 
of health on account of the plague at Mazatlan, which circulars had 
only just reached Chinameca. 

Another case under the observation of Dr. Martinez was that of a 
man 53 years of age. The person was taken sick at almost the same 
time as the cases previously referred to, being attended by Dr. Mon- 
talvo, of Coatzacoalcos, from the onset; and as, in the opinion of Dr. 
Montalvo, there was nothing at all suspicious about the case, he did 
not inform the board, although he was a delegate to that body. The 
case was diagnosed by Dr. Martinez as common malaria. He pre- 
scribed the necessary treatment, resulting in convalescence of the 
patient four days afterwards. 

Drs. del Rio and Martinez, in company with the mayor, alderman, 
and judge of the town of Chinameca, visited every house that was 
said to contain a sick person, the visits resulting in the finding of a 
girl of 12 with remittent fever of five days' duration and 2 other 
cases, one of them already mentioned, the other one of enteritis, but 
improving. Altogether there were 3 persons sick in the town. 
The records at the office of the civil registry, which has jurisdiction 
over several other small places in the vicinity, show only 4 deaths for 
the month during which the first-mentioned cases died. One was a 
3'ear-old infant, having died of asthma or bronchitis, and another that 
of a woman 96 years of age, said to have died of fever, but in all prob- 
ability of general debility; only 4 deaths in a population of 3,000 — 
a very low death rate, considering that the vicinity of the Isthmus is 
the hotbed of malarial fevers. 

The fact of finding members of the same family fatally attacked with 
the same disease, however, strengthens the opinion heretofore held of 
the transmission of disease by infected mosquitoes. Chinameca is an 
unfrequented spot, having very little contact with outsiders and none 
at all with Mazatlan, a point far removed from here; and as the plague 
does not spring up spontaneously in a place hitherto free from it, the 
whole country would have to become infected first before it could reach 
Chinameca. This ought to dispose of the plague theory. The disease 
in question was only ordinary tropical fever, so common in this region. 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Reports from Manila — Plague and smallpox — Cholera — Quarantine 

transactions. 

During the week ended March 28, 1903, 6 cases of plague, all fatal, 
occurred in Manila. During the same period 4 new cases of smallpox 
with 1 death, were reported. 



